THE GREAT WAR, 1917

At a party held at the French Embassy which he attended
in the company of General Lyautey, Douglas was received
with the greatest courtesy and kindness by everyone.
Douglas told General Lyautey that the British and French
forces could never work in close harmony so long as
young French officers considered the British army as a
subordinate force and treated it as such. There had already
been a certain amount of ill-feeling on this account, and if
it were allowed to continue there would certainly be serious
trouble.

The day after he had signified his approval of the points
set out in Douglas's statement, General Nivelle went right
back on what he had agreed to and wanted to make all sorts
of alterations and changes. That day all those who had been
attending the conferences lunched at Buckingham Palace
with their Majesties, and Douglas was very much encouraged
because after all the others had left the King told Douglas
that he had his full confidence and that he could depend on
His Majesty's support.

Sir Henry Wilson was a little nervous about his appoint-
ment as liaison officer and came to see Douglas at my flat
about it. He told Douglas that he was so afraid he might be
accused of joining in the intrigues against him; but Douglas
pointed out to him that the most important factor in this
case was that the liaison officer must be someone in whom
the French could confidently impose their trust, and he was
sure that Sir Henry would meet this requirement and do
his best for both the British and the French.

The final agreement between Douglas and General
Nivelle was brought to my flat late at night by a certain
French officer. I was horrified at the discourteous and almost
insolent manner in which he addressed my husband, aad
after he had left I asked Douglas who he was and told him
that I did not like the look of the man at all I warned
Douglas to beware of him as I had seen hatred of my hus~
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